Pia Itkonen, Countrylove’s Labradors

FINLAND

| got my first labrador 1983, when my parents choosed this lovely breed to be our family’s first dog. My
strong will as a little girl was to get flashy black and white carealian beardog, so black lab puppy sitting in a
muddy waterspot and chewing loooooooong stick was not what | had in my mind. Little | knew at that time
how my world would change for good. This black male came from famous Hirsipirtin kennel and was son of
UK import Roseacre Shalako. Our Winston was lovely companion during rough teenage and good hunting
dog. He was followed by two black brothers from Loresho Labradors 1996. At this time | also got involved
with dog shows. When giving the little finger, it tooks your whole hand... However it took quite a long time
to admit it ©.

My foundation bitches came also from Loresho, one Loresho herself and the other was imported from
Beechcroft Labradors, USA. | couldn’t wish for better bitches to start with, lovely heads and outlines,
excellent temperaments. That is something I’'m ever grateful.

My breeding has been mainly black and chocolates, only few yellows during the years. Since 1999 have 29
litters seen the daylight, last five and half years how ever have been without litters due to various reasons.

The biggest pawprints from my own breeding in Finnish Labrador world have left FIN CH Countrylove’s
Choose Me and Countrylove’s Wet'N"'Working as studmales. Very nice black boy is HeJW-15 Countrylove’s
Tchaikovsky.

| have imported some males like FIN&EST CH Nipntuck Happy Days from USA, FIN CH Naiken Xavier and
Linjor Shakespeare from UK. Also some others with not so happy endings from other parts of Europe.
During the years there has been plenty of joy and gallons of tears, as we all know breeding is always a
gamble. Also the worth of true friendship has been highly appreciated. And honesty.

With Labradors we have had also basset hound, finnish hound, cheasapeake bay retriever as well as today
two american water spaniels in our family. All marvelous dogs, but my heart is beating for Labradors. As
well as Finnish Cold Blood trotting horses.

| got my judging licence for Labradors as my first breed 2010. Nowadays | have rights to judge for all
retrievers, kooikerhondje and rare spaniels like Sussex, clumber, irish water spaniel, wachtelhoun etc. Also
some breeds from FCl group 6. | have been so far judging in 15 different countries and seen many fabulous
labradors in different countries. My all time favourite Labrador (the dog to die for) was yellow, so for me
there is no “must” color. The color is the last thing to look at.

I love classical outline and good movements, not forgetting the head. The Labrador is a Labrador, neither
whippet nor mastiff. Beautyful specimen that could easily be seen also in hunting. My honest opinion is
that the true Labrador can do both, hunting and showing. In our family my husband and son hunt with our
dogs.

It is great honour for me to come to your show and visit your lovely country. | want warmly thank you the
show committee for giving me this possibility! I’'m eagerly looking forward to see you all and your lovely
dogs.

Kindly yours,

Pia Itkonen



Svého prvniho labradora jsem dostala v roce 1983, kdy moji rodice vybrali toto krdsné plemeno jako
prvniho psa nasi rodiny. Moje silné pfani jako malé holcicky bylo pofidit si honosného cernobilého
karelského medvédiho psa, takZe ¢erné Sténé labradora sedici v bahnité louzZi a Zvykajici dloooooouhy
klacek nebylo to, co jsem méla na mysli. V té dobé jsem jesté netusila, jak se maj svét zméni k dobrému.
Tento Cerny pes pochazel ze slavné chovatelské stanice Hirsipirtin a byl synem britského importu Roseacre
Shalako. Nas Winston byl milym spole¢nikem v drsné puberté a dobrym loveckym psem. Po ném
nasledovali dva Cerni bratfi z CHS Loresho Labradors 1996. V této dobé jsem se také zapojila do vystav. Pri
podani prstu to sebere celou ruku... Pfiznat si to vsak trvalo docela dlouho @

Moje fenky zakladatelky pochazely také z CHS Loresho, jedna Loresho pfimo sama a druhad byla
importovana z Beechcroft Labradors, USA. Pro zacatek jsem si nemohla prat lepsi feny, krasné hlavy a rysy,
vynikajici povahy. To je néco, za co jsem vZdy vdécna.

MUj chov byl pfevaziné cerny a ¢okoladovy, v pribéhu let jen par Zlutych. Od roku 1999 spatfilo denni svétlo
29 vrh, poslednich pét a pll roku je vsak z rliznych divod( bez vrha.

Nejvétsi otisky tlapek z mého vlastniho chovu ve svété finskych labrador zanechali FIN CH Countrylove's
Choose Me a Countrylove's Wet'N'Working jako chovni psi. Velmi pékny ¢erny kluk je HeJW-15
Countrylove’s Tchaikovsky.

Dovezla jsem nékolik pejskl jako FIN&EST CH Nipntuck Happy Days z USA, FIN CH Naiken Xavier a Linjor
Shakespeare z Velké Britanie. Také nékteré dalsi s ne tak stastnym koncem z jinych ¢asti Evropy. Béhem let
bylo spousta radosti a litrQ slz, jak vSichni vime, chov je vidy hazard. Také hodnota skutecného pratelstvi
byla vysoce ocenéna. A poctivost.

S labradory jsme méli v rodiné také baseta, finského honice, cheasapeake bay retrivra a dnes dva americké
vodni Spanély. Vsichni Uzasni psi, ale moje srdce bije pro labradory. Stejné jako pro finské chladnokrevné
klusaky.

Licenci na posuzovani labradort jsem ziskala jako své prvni plemeno v roce 2010. Nyni mam pravo
posuzovat vSechny retrivry, kooikerhondje a vzacné Spanély jako Sussex, clumber, irsky vodni Spanél,
wachtelhoun atd. Také nékterd plemena ze skupiny FCI 6. Byla jsem dosud posuzovat v 15 rliznych zemich a
vidéla mnoho bajeénych labrador( v rliznych zemich. M{j nejoblibenéjsi labrador (pes, pro kterého stoji
zemfit) byl Zluty, takZe pro mé neexistuje Zadna ,nutna“ barva. Barva je to posledni, na co se divat.

Miluji klasicky rdmec a dobry pohyb, nezapominam ani na hlavu. Labrador je labrador, ani vipet ani doga.
Nadherny exemplar, ktery Ize snadno spatfit i pfi lovu. MUj upfimny nazor je, Ze pravy labrador umi oboji,
lov i vystavovani. V nasi rodiné mdj manzel a syn lovi s nasimi psy.

Je pro mé velkou cti pfijit na vase vystavy a navstivit vasi krdsnou zemi. Chci srde¢né podékovat vystavnimu
vyboru, Ze mi dal tuto moznost! Moc se na vas vSechny a vase milé pejsky tésim.



